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Our Philosophy
As builders of  the faith community of  Saint Mary’s School, we believe 

learning is the process of  acquiring and applying knowledge, thinking 

critically to solve problems, and stimulating curiosity through inquiry 

and discovery. We encourage learning through a multi-sensory approach 

that encompasses basic skills acquisition, higher level thinking, and 

collaboration within an integrated curriculum.

We recognize diverse learning styles among our students and strive to 

differentiate instruction so that creativity is fostered and individual needs 

are addressed.

Our Christ-centered approach to learning encourages responsibility, 

accountability, respect, and above all, compassion for one another. We 

endeavor to instill within the child and the community a life-long love of  

learning rooted in Catholic values and the conviction to follow them.

P H I L O S O P H Y  &  M I S S I O N

School Mission
Saint Mary’s School is a community founded in Catholic tradition and 

committed to creating a Christ-centered learning environment in which we 

share in the Eucharist, proclaim the Word of  God, and model the gospel values 

through our actions, service and the way we live our lives.

Children,
let us not

love in word
 or speech

 but in deed
 and truth.

1 John 3:18



Saint Mary’s was authorized in 

July 2008 as an  International 

Baccalaureate (IB) World School 

offering the Middle Years Programme 

(MYP), and was the first Catholic school in the nation 

to offer this program. 

Awarded by the U.S. Department of  

Education, Saint Mary’s received 

the prestigious Blue Ribbon School 

award for scoring in the top 10 

percent of  private schools in the nation based on its 

standardized test scores. 

International Baccalaureate World School

Helen Azari Saint Gertrude High School
Sarah Busch Saint Gertrude High School
Amanda Caird Deep Run High School
Erin Condon Tucker High School
Jessica Curbeira Godwin High School
Rebekah DeBell Saint Gertrude High School
Ben Elia Godwin High School
Connor Flanagan Benedictine College Preparatory
Caroline Forrest Freeman High School
Logan Harvey Freeman High School Leadership Center 
Sadie Hodges Deep Run High School
Anna Laughter Freeman High School
Catalina Layton Freeman High School Leadership Center 
Jackie Lee Freeman High School Leadership Center 
Drew Long Benedictine College Preparatory
Helena Maloney Freeman High School
Kent Mancini Deep Run High School - ROTC
Jack McNally Benedictine College Preparatory
Gardner Merithew Benedictine College Preparatory
Fisher Metcalfe Glen Allen High School - Education and Humanities
 Developmental Center
Michael Mickle Henrico High School - International Baccalaureate 
 Program
Jemma Mograbi Blessed Sacrament - Huguenot High School
Suzanna Muldowney Godwin High School
Alexandra Orsi Glen Allen High School
Katie Peppers Saint Gertrude High School
Drew Selequini Deep Run High School - ROTC
Mackenzie Spicer Saint Gertrude High School
Kaylee Tye Saint Gertrude High School
Brendan Vita Benedictine College Preparatory

Graduating Students

O U R  A C H I E V E M E N T S

Awards and Recognition
U.S. Department of  Education Blue Ribbon School



A Letter from the Pastor

O U R  L E A D E R S

Dear Saint Mary’s Community,
 
The young student ran up to his mother and asked, 
“Mom, do you know how to sing our Alleluia?” His 
mother was not sure what he meant, so she asked him 
to explain. He told his mom that the student body 
at Saint Mary’s School had gathered for Mass in the 
parish church that morning. And, of  all of  the things 
that he experienced during that time of  worship, this 

young student liked singing 
the Alleluia best of  all. So he 
asked his mom, “Do you know 
how to sing our Alleluia? If  
you don’t, I can teach you how 
it goes!”

The word Alleluia is an 
ancient Biblical word which 
means “Praise the Lord!” It 

is a word filled with such joy, praise and gratitude 
that we usually have to sing it in order to express 
our thanks to God. The young student who recently 
attended Mass with our student body was so excited 
by the melody and meaning of  “our Alleluia” that he 
rushed home to share it with his parents. That’s the 
way it usually works when we are blessed by God – we 
are filled with gratitude, we want to say ‘thank you,’ 
and we need to share that good news with others.

As Saint Mary’s School moves forward in this new 
academic year, our Alleluia is offered to God in so 

many ways. We have so many reasons to sing God’s 
praise! Our Alleluia is offered as we thank God for our 
growing student body. Once again, we have increased 
enrollment in our school. Our Alleluia is offered as we 
thank God for parents and families who chose to send 
their students to Saint Mary’s, where young minds can 
be shaped in a Christ-centered learning environment. 

Our Alleluia is offered as we thank God for our talented 
and generous faculty, staff  and administration, who 
seek to follow the example of  Jesus as they teach and 
encourage our students.  Our Alleluia is offered as we 
thank God for the parishioners, alumni and members of  
the broader community who support our school with 
generous gifts.

The mother of  that young student called me on the 
day when her little boy ran home to tell her about “our 
Alleluia.” She said, “this is why I send my child to your 
school… so that he can learn all he needs to learn in a 
community of  faith and love.” 

Alleluia! Amen!

Sincerely in Christ, 

Rev. Michael A. Renninger  



Dear Saint Mary’s Families,

The 2010-2011 school year - a year of  strengthening mo-
mentum as Saint Mary’s continues the tradition of  ex-
cellent academics wrapped in a Christ-centered environ-
ment of  care, love, charity and great faith.  Each week, the 
strains of  thanksgiving, the proclamation of  the Word, 
and hymns of  praise echo from the church in joyful cel-
ebration of  our traditions and practices.  As the teachings 
of  Christ mingle with everyday learning, students grow 

in both faith and knowledge.  They 
mature into accomplished and 
moral young men and women.

Our Middle School continues to 
enhance and improve our sixth to 
eighth grade offerings following 
the Middle Years Programme of  
the International Baccalaureate 
Organization.  With an emphasis 

on holistic instruction, integrated curriculum, and a world 
view of  cultures and nations, our middle school students 
are preparing for their place in a global economy.  Com-
munication skills in English and a Foreign Language and 
strong computational skills lead the way to learning and 
growing for each of  our students.  The 2010-2011 school 
year saw the implementation of  advanced placement pro-
grams in mathematics for all students along with planning 
for the introduction of  World History I in eighth grade.  
At the start of  the 2011-2012 school year, our eighth 
grade students will all be able to earn 4 high school credits 
(World Language, World History I, Algebra, and Earth 

A Letter from the Principal 

Science) before graduation from Saint Mary’s.

Our primary years (Grades K – 5) classes continue in a 
tradition of  academic excellence.  This year the teach-
ers implemented a new reading series, and have enjoyed 
using new materials and methods.  While our academic 
instruction excels, it is our faith based instruction that 
continues to distinguish a Saint Mary’s School educa-
tion.  In the Catholic tradition, our students grow in 
faith, understanding and wisdom each day.
 
Our Early Childhood program allows our youngest stu-
dents to learn while playing in so many ways.  The time 
spent playing in a structured classroom environment 
has proven to prepare our students with learning readi-
ness skills that ease their transition into Kindergarten 
and beyond.

Saint Mary’s school experienced a very successful year 
of  reaching for excellence in all that we do.  The year 
was a very successful recruiting year, allowing Saint 
Mary’s to enter the 2011-2012 school year financially 
strong.  With Fr. Renninger’s continued support and 
guidance, the addition of  a parish youth minister to 
the church’s staff, and  substantial capital expenditures 
made possible by the generosity of  the parish, our mo-
mentum will continue.
 
Sincerely,

Thomas D. Dertinger, Ed.D.



S T R A T E G I C  P L A N N I N G

Goal 1: Involve students in the life of  the Church, 
including participation in Liturgy, Christian service to 
others, and religious ritual.

Student participation in Mass continues to 
expand with student altar servers, student lectors, 
student cantors, class choirs, student ushers and 
students assuming other significant roles in the 
Liturgy.  Students participating in the Liturgy 
receive instuction prior to their participation. This 
preparation more completely prepares them with an 
understanding of  the significance of  their role.

Goal 3: Support parish Sacramental Preparation with 
activities and events that reinforce the celebration of  the 
sacraments for Catholic students while building upon an 
understanding of  faith and the grace of  sacraments for 
non-Catholic students.

Second grade students receive special instruction by Fr. 
Renninger and other clery in support of  their preparation 
for First Eucharist.

The Feast of  Our Lady of  the Rosary was 
celebrated with participation of  students in tableaus 
depicting Gospel accounts of  mysteries.

Saint Mary’s operational rigor includes a strategic plan, a copy of  which can be found 
at www.saintmary.org/About/StrategicPlan.pdf.   Some examples of  the plan in action are:



Objective 6b: Increase membership in the band 
program and build toward a more developed 
concert performance in the Winter and Spring.

The band program has grown over the 2010-2011 
school year.  Many of  our students are now in their 
2nd year of  instruction and are part of  the concert 
band.  As of  the start of  the the 2011-2012 school 
year, over 40 students are participating in the band.

Goal  4: Offer instructional opportunities that contribute 
to each student’s successful mastery of  academic skills.  
Differentiated instruction will support each student’s 
learning specific to his or her current level of  cognitive 
development and skill.

Saint Mary’s, in cooperation with specialized 
tutors, has made in-school instruction available 
to students during the regular school day.

TAT - Teachers Assisting Teachers team meets to 
discuss students who have been referred to the team 
for  assessment.  The team develops an approach 
to follow, consults with teachers, and works with 
parents to insure effective instruction.



Goal 5: Provide science instruction in grades 1 – 5 that 
is built upon strategies of  inquiry, hands-on learning 
and laboratory experiences.

The 2010-2011 school year was the inargural 
year for Saint Mary’s Lego Robotics teams.  
Capturing two trophies and qualifying for the state 
meet capped a successful year of  learning and 
preparation. 

Goal 11: Actively communicate student progress to parents 
and guardians on an ongoing basis, emphasizing a 
partnership between student, parent and teacher to recognize 
opportunities for strengthening student success.

The IB team conceived and implemented a 
communication tool known as the “Communicator” 
that middle school students use to immediately 
communicate test scores and assessment results to 
parents while maintaining responsibility for that 
communication. 



	 Saint Mary’s Catholic School  
 Income Statement 	
	 	 	
	 	 2010-2011	 2011-2012
	 	 Actuals	 Budget
Income	 	
	 Tuition	 $1,770,999	 $2,036,590
	 Parish	Subsidy	 85,000	 110,000
	 Third	Source	 196,499	 131,575
	 Development	 96,186	 88,000
	 Fees/Activities	 332,072	 338,634
Total	Income	 $2,480,756	 $2,704,799
	 	
	 	
Expenses	 	
	 Salaries	 $1,526,190	 $1,625,916
	 Instruction	 39,909	 40,600
	 Administration	 153,251	 148,810
	 Development	 2,394	 5,000
	 Operations	&	Maintenance	 208,726	 250,095
	 Fixed	Charges	 366,639	 389,282
	 Fees	&	Activities	 226,868	 219,966
	 Capital	Expenditures	 4,453	 25,130
Total	Expenses	 $2,528,520	 $2,704,799
	 	
Net	Profit/(Loss)	 ($47,763)	 $0	

	 Saint Mary’s Catholic School  
 Balance Sheet	 	
	 	
	 	 June	2011	
	 	 Actuals	
Assets	 	
	 Operations	Checking	 $380,145	
	 PTO	 57,796	
	 Money	Market	 40	
	 Endowment	Fund	 165,723	
	 TD	Ameritrade	 330,840
	 Accounts	Receivable	 825	
	 Total Assets	 	$935,370
	 	
Liabilities	&	Equity	 	
	 Employee	Retirement	 $5,133	
	 Unearned	Registration	-	Next	Year	 126,000	
	 Unearned	Prepaid	Tuition	-	Next	Year	 380,325	
	 Summer	Salaries	 193,904	
	 Retirement	Accrual	 0	
	 Accounts	Payable	 308	
	 Totals Liabilities	 	$705,670	
	 	
Equity	 	
	 Prior	Year	Fund	Balance	 $130,214	
	 RE	-	Endowment	(RESTRICTED)	 140,944	
	 Retained	Earnings	-	Operations	 (47,763)	
	 RE	-	PTO	 6,239	
	 Restricted	Gifts	 66	
	 Total Equity	 	$229,699	
	 	
Total	Liabilities	and	Equity	 	$935,370	
	 	

F I N A N C E S



The values inherent in a Catholic education are 

experienced daily - in the classrooms, hallways, 

lunchroom, and playground, and monthly at Mass.  And 

these values are activated through living the Gospel of  

Jesus Christ.  School days and meals begin with prayers; 

the crucifix is reverently displayed throughout the 

school.  Religion classes teach the New Testament, the 

Sacraments, Bible and church history, and respect for 

one another.  Service projects strengthen and personalize 

these lessons as the children hold bake sale fundraisers 

for the Little Sisters of  the Poor, schools in Haiti, and 

many local area children.   

The classical curriculum (used throughout the Catholic 

Diocese of  Richmond) has been approved by the Southern 

Association of  Colleges and Schools and augmented by 

the Saint Mary’s teaching 

staff  to best serve our 

children.  Art, music, field 

trips, and technology enhance 

learning with meaningful, 

hands-on experiences for the 

students. Foreign language is 

introduced in kindergarten.    

Today’s Catholic schools may look different and no longer 

invoke memories of  favorite nuns and the Baltimore 

Catechism, but the tradition continues through families 

and educators who value the Catholic difference.

Please call us at 

(804) 740-1048 to 

discuss enrollment 

opportunities for your 

children or visit

www.SaintMary.org

A C A D E M I C S

Catholic education is thriving at Saint Mary’s School in Richmond’s West End. We have 

much to celebrate as a community: a parish that cares about its children, teachers 

committed to their vocations, and parents dedicated to their children’s academic, 

spiritual, and personal development coalesced to enjoy another year of  accomplishment. 

The Catholic Difference



Saint Mary’s was authorized in July 2008 as an  Inter-

national Baccalaureate (IB) World School offering the 

Middle Years Programme (MYP).  At the time of  

certification, Saint Mary’s was the only Catholic school 

in Virginia to offer an IB program and the first Catholic school in the 

United States to offer the Middle Years Programme.

Our school offers Diocesan-based instruction that incorporates the phi-

losophy, curriculum guides and instructional materials of  the MYP. 

Three fundamental concepts guide the MYP: holistic learning, inter-

national mindedness and global awareness, and communication. Saint 

Mary’s is excited to have this new certification to strengthen an already 

excellent middle school experience which prepares our students for their 

future academic success.

As an IB World School Saint Mary’s not only preserves but strengthens 

its Catholic identity. Our goal is to be a Catholic school of  excellence of-

fering the best possible opportunities for all students to grow spiritually, 

academically, and personally. For more information on the IB MYP please 

see: www.ibo.org/myp.

THE FIVE AREAS OF 
INTERACTION OF THE 
IB PROGRAMME 

Approaches to Learning (ATL)

Students are enabled to take respon-

sibility for their own learning.

Community & Service

Students take an active part in the 

communities in which they live, 

thereby encouraging responsible 

citizenship.

Human Ingenuity

Students learn to appreciate and 

develop in themselves the human 

capacity to influence, transform, en-

joy and improve the quality of  life.

Environment

Students become aware of  their 

interdependence with the environ-

ment so that they understand and 

accept their responsibilities.

Health & Social Education

This area deals with physical, 

social and emotional health and 

intelligence—key aspects of  

development leading to complete 

and healthy lives.

“We love International Baccalaureate 

students!  The IB program fully prepares 

students for college.  Some of  our most 

curious learners and most engaged leaders 

come to us from IB programs.”

Kristen Binette
Assistant Director of  Admission, 
University of  Richmond

An International 
Baccalaureate World School



Blue Ribbon Society
(Gifts of  $2000 and above)

Anonymous
John & Joanne Black
Drs.Therese Duane & Jeffrey Tessier
Michael and Lynnleigh Maloney
Paul & Mary Ellen McFadden
Elizabeth Cipolletti
Thomas & Delilah O’Leary
Michael & Charlene Richeson
Lou & Hazel Sullivan

St. Mary’s Society
(Gifts of  $1000-1999)

Robert Castellucci & Judy Brannen
Mr. Doug Dabson & Dr. Diane Biskobing
Caroline Gould
Francois & Tricia Kouroriez
David & Paula Kupstas
Dr. & Mrs Edward Largo
Christopher & Catherine Lacivita
Jack & Carol Maurer
Michael & Michele McGarry
Drew & Sharon Mugford
John & Beth O’Brien
Robert & Denise Oldfield
Domingo & Melissa Rivera
Michael & Karen Spine
Carl & Agata Schoenborn
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wallmeyer

The Principal’s Society
(Gifts of  $500-999)

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Akers
Robert & Michele Busch
Dr. Thomas & Barbara Dertinger
Philip & Mary Gibrall
James & Lindsay Gould
Mark & Maria Lightfoot
John & Jody Locher
John & Frances Muldowney
Kevin & Ellen O’Leary
Joseph & Gina Oley
David & Patricia Osborne
David & Joyce Park
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Polonitza
Dr. & Mrs. Roger Rathbone
Gerard & Cecilia Santos

The Scholar’s Club
(Gifts of  $225-499)

Martin & Danette Brady
Scott & Jody Floegel
Tony & Amanda Hawkinson
Thomas & Wendy Heaton
Abraham & Dana Opstelten
Ian & Maria Parong
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Richeson
Amanda E. Viol
Paul & Susan Zamecnik

A N N U A L  G I V I N G

Why an Annual School Fund?
Tuition covers only 85% of  the cost of  sending your child to Saint Mary’s. This gap equates to $700 per child. 

Annual Giving funds help provide furnishings, library books, textbooks, AR tests, instructional materials, 

and cover operating costs. With your Annual Giving gift, you may wish to specify an area of  interest for your 

contribution or make an unrestricted gift to the school. Please contact Dr. Dertinger at 740-1048 to learn more.



The Honors Club
(Gifts of  $100-224)

Alex & Lorna Battles
Thomas & Suzanne Drumm
Clifton & Terry Duke
Ed & Tara Gotta
Scott & Kathy Holland
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Haug
Donatas & Vita Kraskauskas
James & Susan Lohr
Rafael & Wendy Lugo
Sr. Pat McCarthy
John & Norma McGrath
Kevin & Anne Price
Edward & Marie Shaia
Mr. & Mrs. William Vita
Bertie Vogelmann
James & Joan Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wright

Contributors

Alan & Paula Crouch
John & Jean Hanky
Elynor Lange
M.C. Layman
Niall McCaul
Thomas & Mary Beth Pitt
Mr. & Mrs. T.M. Schroder

Corporate Gifts

Altria Matching Gifts Program
Ancient Order of  Hiberians, Maj. Dooley Div.
Dominion Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
Genworth Foundation
H&R Block Foundation
Pfizer Foundation
United Way of  Greater Richmond & Petersburg
Wells Fargo Foundation



The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) is comprised of  

parent volunteers and teacher representatives who strive 

to create a warm and Christian faith environment for our 

children and their families through fellowship, stewardship 

and fundraising.  Saint Mary’s School is very fortunate to 

have such a committed volunteer base that is so vital to the 

support of  its PTO events.  We encourage events that will 

build a strong sense of  community.  When a family attends 

Saint Mary’s School, it is also part of  a Christian Community 

which makes all the difference in the world.

F O R  P A R E N T S

WHAT WE DO

Family
• Welcome dinner

• Ice cream socials

• Kickoff  Cookout

Fun
• Casino Night

• Basketball pep rally

• Basketball Sports Banquet

• Musical Revue

Fundraising
• Annual Gala 2011, raised 

over $45,000 through live 

& silent auctions – dinner 

and dance

• Saint Mary’s Marketplace

Parent Teacher Organization



Recent Graduate
Successes

Enrollment
 432 students
Staff
• 27 faculty
• 9 administration and 

support
• 1 full time chef
• 4 after school care

specialists
Class sizes
Kindergarten:  20:2
First Grade:  20:2
Primary (grades 2 – 5): 21:1
Middle School (grades 
6-8): 19:1
Accreditations
• Southern Area Colleges 

and School (SACS)
• Virginia Catholic Educa-

tion Association (VCEA)
• International Bacca-

laureate Organization’s 
authorization to offer the 
Middle Year’s Programme

• U.S. Dept. of  Educa-
tion’s Blue Ribbon School 
Award for 2004

 Extracurricular activities
• After School Care 

Program
• Student Government 

Association
•Lego Robotics Team
• Safety Patrol
• Yearbook
• Craft Club
• Band / Piano Lessons
• Scouting
• Basketball
• Ad Hoc Sports (Soccer, 

Volleyball, etc.)
• Science Fair
• Musical Review
• Environmental Club
• Craft Club

Student awards
• Scholarship for Middle 

School
• Citizenship Awards
• Honor Rolls
• Foreign Language  
   Awards 

(Middle School)

O U R  S T U D E N T S

Fast Facts

Please call us at 

(804) 740-1048 to 

discuss enrollment 

opportunities for your 

children or visit 

www.SaintMary.org

Casey Doody  (SMCS ‘07)
Salutatorian, Goochland County 
Schools, Blue Ridge Virtual 
Governor’s School class of  2011.
Will attend the University of  
Virginia.

Rose Duke (SMCS ‘07)
Early decision acceptance at the 
College of  William and Mary.

Leo Del Rio (SMCS ‘07)
Will attend the College of  Wil-
liam and Mary after completing 
the Henrico County French Im-
mersion High School Program.



(804) 740-1048
www.SaintMary.org

Our apologies if  we’ve made any errors or omissions; 
please contact the school and we’ll make the changes.

9501 Gayton Road
Richmond, Virginia 23229


