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Our Philosophy
As builders of  the faith community of  Saint Mary’s School, we believe 

learning is the process of  acquiring and applying knowledge, thinking 

critically to solve problems, and stimulating curiosity through inquiry 

and discovery. We encourage learning through a multi-sensory approach 

that encompasses basic skills acquisition, higher level thinking, and 

collaboration within an integrated curriculum.

We recognize diverse learning styles among our students and strive to 

differentiate instruction so that creativity is fostered and individual needs 

are addressed.

Our Christ-centered approach to learning encourages responsibility, 

accountability, respect, and above all, compassion for one another. We 

endeavor to instill within the child and the community a life-long love of  

learning rooted in Catholic values and the conviction to follow them.

P H I L O S O P H Y  &  M I S S I O N

School Mission
Saint Mary’s School is a community founded in Catholic tradition and 

committed to creating a Christ-centered learning environment in which we 

share in the Eucharist, proclaim the Word of  God, and model the gospel values 

through our actions, service and the way we live our lives.

Finally, all 
of  you, be 

of  one mind, 
sympathetic, 

loving toward 
one another, 

compassionate, 
humble.

1 Peter 3:8



Saint Mary’s was authorized in 

July 2008 as an  International 

Baccalaureate (IB) World School 

offering the Middle Years Programme 

(MYP), and was the first Catholic school in the nation 

to offer this program. 

Awarded by the U.S. Department of  

Education, Saint Mary’s received 

the prestigious Blue Ribbon School 

award for scoring in the top 10 

percent of  private schools in the nation based on its 

standardized test scores. 

International Baccalaureate World School

Zachary Abalos Math and Science Center at Godwin High School
Frank Allocca Benedictine High School
Caleb Blair Benedictine High School
Kyle Britton Hermitage High School
Jonathan Castellucci Trinity High School
Cara Curley Virginia Beach High School
David Del Rio Godwin High School
Courtney Fasca Saint Gertrude High School
Buddy Felch Benedictine High School
Garrison Gore Benedictine High School
Alexandra Gramp Kivov Academy of  Ballet of  Washington D.D.
Andrew Griffin Benedictine High School
Rebecca Hamlin Freeman High School
Nicholas Hopping Deep Run High School
Megan Jacoby Saint Gertrude High School
Reid Jacoby Benedictine High School
Conal Jaeger Patrick Henry High School
Joey Khan Fork Union Military School
Wilson Keller Saint Gertrude High School
Cameron Lannon Saint Gertrude High School
Nate Largo Collegiate High School
Olivia Laughter Freeman High School
Christina Loper Leadership Center at Freeman High School
Shawn McCall Freeman High School
Brett McDonough Benedictine High School
Bailey McInnis Godwin High School
Madison Mograbi Saint Gertrude High School
Ryley Mulvihill Freeman High School
Taylor Mugford Saint Gertrude High School
Mackenzie Nichols Leadership Center at Freeman High School
Lauren Pulchalski Saint Gertrude High School
Payton Saltz Saint Gertrude High School
Alex Washburn Deep Run High School
Caroline Whitlock Saint Gertrude High School
Megan Yardis Saint Gertrude High School
Gabrielle Zuccaro Saint Gertrude High School

Graduating Students

O U R  A C H I E V E M E N T S

Awards and Recognition
U.S. Department of  Education Blue Ribbon School



Dear Saint Mary’s families,

The 2008-2009 school year at Saint Mary’s has been a 
year of  completion, renewal and farewells.  Five years ago, 
the school embarked on a five year planning process that 
resulted in a number of  goals and objectives.  With the 
completion of  the Daily Mass chapel, building at Saint 
Mary’s reached completion of  all of  the projects antici-
pated.  And, at the end of  June, we bid farewell to Father 
Lewis, our Pastor for the past 14 years.  It is with great 
satisfaction for our accomplishments and an excited an-
ticipation of  the future that we conclude the 2008-2009 
school year.

Our Middle School continues to en-
hance and improve our sixth to eighth 
grade offerings following the Middle 
Years Programme of  the Internation-
al Baccalaureate Organization.  With 
an emphasis on holistic instruction, 

integrated curriculum, and a world view of  cultures and 
nations, our middle school students are preparing for their 
place in a global economy.  Communication skills in Eng-
lish and a Foreign Language and strong computational 
skills lead the way to learning and growing for each of  
our students.

Our Early Childhood program is enjoying their new spac-
es in the Early Childhood Development Center.  Our Pre-
paratory Pre-School class (2 ½ year olds), our Pre-School 
classes (3 year olds) and our pre-Kindergarten classes (4 
year olds) learn while playing in so many ways.  The time 
spent playing in a structured classroom environment has 

A Letter from the Principal 

O U R  L E A D E R S

proven to prepare our students with learning readiness 
skills that ease their transition into Kindergarten and 
beyond.

Our primary years (Grades K – 5) classes continue in 
a tradition of  academic excellence.  With an updated 
emphasis on reading instruction, the teachers have 
combined with parents in a task force looking at ways 
to identify reading difficulties and remediate any im-
pediment to success as early as possible.  This year the 
teachers did an extensive review of  reading series, and 
have reached a consensus on new materials and meth-
ods.  While our academic instruction excels, it is our 
faith based instruction that continues to distinguish a 
Saint Mary’s School education.  In the Catholic tradi-
tion, our students grow in faith, understanding and wis-
dom each day. 

As we say farewell to Father Lewis, we look forward 
to next year.  Next year promises to be a new year of  
strategic planning, a year of  self-evaluation as we pre-
pare for our 5 year accreditation (SACS-CASI) visit, and 
a year of  welcoming a new Pastor.  For all those who 
have made Saint Mary’s School such a special place to 
be, Thank You!

Sincerely,

Thomas D. Dertinger, Ed.D.



A Letter from the School Board Chair
Dear Saint Mary’s Community,

I have been a member of the Saint Mary’s Community since 1971 when I 
was three years old.  I am currently your School Board Chairman but am also 
a graduate of Saint Mary’s School.  I am proud to say that my wife Sharon 
and I are the parents of three current Saint Mary’s students and of one Saint 
Mary’s graduate who is now attending Saint Gertrude’s. I would like to thank 
Dr. Dertinger, the teachers, the School and Parish staff, and the Parish and 
School Families for their dedication to Catholic Education.  It has meant a great 
deal to me and has been the foundation and strength that has helped guide me 
and support me throughout my life.  You are helping provide an education to 
children that will be invaluable to them as they face the many challenges that 
life can bring. 

One of the most valuable assets that we have at Saint Mary’s besides our 
incredible teachers and staff is an amazing network of volunteers that starts 
with your School Board.  The members of the School Board donate a great 
deal of their time to attend to the duties of their position.  Ed Largo is the 
Vice Chairman of the Board and Legislative Chair.  He helps lobby local and 
State Government to make sure that the resources that should be available to 
our children are always available.  In addition, he helps provide information 
on public programs that are available to our children.  Lisa Walko is our 
Development Chair who heads up the Annual Appeal which helps supplement 
the very affordable Catholic Education that Saint Mary’s provides.  In addition, 
Lisa is in charge of researching any grants that may be available to our school.  
Mark Vita serves as Finance Chair and helps provide guidance and counsel on 
the school’s finances and helps to ensure our financial security.  Paula Kupstas 
is our Strategic Planning chair and heads up a group that will help formulate the 
direction and mission of the school over the next five years and beyond.  John 
Locher is our Facilities Chair who helps maintain and oversee repairs to our 
physical facility and who also heads up our annual workday when numerous 
volunteers come together to mulch the playground, repair equipment, trim 
trees, power wash equipment, and perform a number of other services.  Last but 
not least, Aly Banks is our PTO President and member of the Board.  She heads 
up an army of volunteers that could probably move mountains and who are 
involved in running countless activities at the School.  In addition, this group 
helps raise tens of thousands of dollars each year to help support the school.  I 
would like to say “THANK YOU!!” to all our volunteers.

Our School is connected to our Parish in many ways.  The children start each 
school day with prayer, are able to attend Mass on a regular basis, and the Parish 
music program is integrated with the school’s music program.   In addition, the 
two are connected through the Middle School Dances run by our Knights of 
Columbus. Each year the Middle school children participate in a number of 
dances which raise money for charity and at which they donate canned goods to 
the Parish food pantry.  Over the past couple of years thousands of dollars have 

been raised and hundreds of canned goods have been donated by the children. 

Saint Mary’s School and the Parish are blessed to have the support of our 
Knights of Columbus.  The council is named for a beloved previous pastor 
of Saint Mary’s, Monsignor Charles A. Kelly.  This group is an integral part of 
our community and helps put on a number of events such as the Middle School 
Dances, Free Throw Competition, Casino Night, Oktoberfest, Polish Night, 
Caritas, numerous pancake breakfasts, and a host of other events.  Through 
their Charity and involvement with the children the Knights help provide a 
model of how to integrate our Christian values in everyday life.  I would like 
to thank the Knights for their support.

Finally, I would like to offer a sincere thank you to our former pastor 
Father Walter Lewis for his commitment to Saint Mary’s School over the 
past 14 years.  It was only through his vision and commitment to Catholic 
education that we were able to add the Middle School wing a few years ago 
and most recently the Early Childhood Development Center. These two 
projects helped expand our school in order to offer Catholic education to even 
a greater number of students.  People from outside of our Parish are amazed 
at the progress we have made over the past few years. This could not have 
happened without the support of Father Lewis and the entire Saint Mary’s 
Parish. 

In closing, I cannot say enough about how important the Catholic education 
at Saint Mary’s School is and how much the Church has meant to me, Sharon, 
and our children.  My entire family owes a great deal to the School.   With 
a three year old in the current Castle program at the school, by the time our 
youngest child graduates from Saint Mary’s, Sharon and I will have been 
parents of a student at the school for over 20 years.  I cannot imagine a better 
place to have our children educated.  I am extremely proud to be a part of 
such a dedicated and caring community and cannot think of a more wonderful 
atmosphere for the children, parents, teachers, parishioners, and staff to grow 
in their Christian values.

God bless you for all that you do.

Sincerely,

Drew S. Mugford
Saint Mary’s School Board Chairman



The values inherent in a Catholic education are 

experienced daily - in the classrooms, hallways, 

lunchroom, and playground, and monthly at Mass.  And 

these values are activated through living the Gospel of  

Jesus Christ.  Schooldays and meals begin with prayers; 

the crucifix is reverently displayed throughout the 

school.  Religion classes teach the New Testament, the 

Sacraments, Bible and church history, and respect for 

one another. Service projects strengthen and personalize 

these lessons as the children hold bake sale fundraisers 

for the Little Sisters of  the Poor, schools in Haiti, and 

many local area children.   

The classical curriculum (used throughout the Catholic 

Diocese of  Richmond) has been approved by the Southern 

Association of  Colleges and Schools and augmented by 

the Saint Mary’s teaching 

staff  to best serve our 

children.  Art, music, field 

trips, and technology enhance 

learning with meaningful, 

hands-on experiences for the 

students. Foreign language is 

introduced in kindergarten.    

Today’s Catholic schools may look different and no longer 

invoke memories of  favorite nuns and the Baltimore 

Catechism, but the tradition continues through families 

and educators who value the Catholic difference.

Please call us at 

(804) 740-1048 to 

discuss enrollment 

opportunities for 

your children or visit 

saintmary.org

A C A D E M I C S

Catholic education is thriving at Saint Mary’s School in Richmond’s West End. We have 

much to celebrate as a community: a parish that cares about its children, teachers 

committed to their vocations, and parents dedicated to their children’s academic, 

spiritual, and personal development coalesced to enjoy another year of  accomplishment. 

The Catholic Difference



Saint Mary’s was authorized in July 2008 as an  Inter-

national Baccalaureate (IB) World School offering the 

Middle Years Programme (MYP).  At the time of  

certification, St. Mary’s was the only Catholic school in 

Virginia to offer an IB program and the first Catholic school in the Unit-

ed States to offer the Middle Years Programme.

Our school offers Diocesan-based instruction that incorporates the phi-

losophy, curriculum guides and instructional materials of  the MYP. 

Three fundamental concepts guide the MYP: holistic learning, intercul-

tural awareness, and communication. Saint Mary’s is excited to have this 

new certification to strengthen an already excellent middle school expe-

rience which prepares our students for their future academic success.

As an IB World School Saint Mary’s not only preserves but strengthens 

its Catholic identity. Our goal is to be a Catholic school of  excellence of-

fering the best possible opportunities for all students to grow spiritually, 

academically, and personally. For more information on the IB MYP please 

see: www.ibo.org/myp.

THE FIVE AREAS OF 
INTERACTION OF THE 
IB PROGRAMME 

Approaches to Learning (ATL)

Students are enabled to take respon-

sibility for their own learning.

Community & Service

Students take an active part in the 

communities in which they live, 

thereby encouraging responsible 

citizenship.

Homo faber

Students learn to appreciate and 

develop in themselves the human 

capacity to influence, transform, en-

joy and improve the quality of  life.

Environment

Students become aware of  their 

interdependence with the environ-

ment so that they understand and 

accept their responsibilities.

Health & Social Education

This area deals with physical, 

social and emotional health and 

intelligence—key aspects of  

development leading to complete 

and healthy lives.

“We love International Baccalaureate 

students!  The IB program fully prepares 

students for college.  Some of  our most 

curious learners and most engaged leaders 

come to us from IB programs.”

Kristen Binette
Assistant Director of  Admission, 
University of  Richmond

An International 
Baccalaureate World School



Blue Ribbon Society
(Gifts of  $2000 and above)

Michael & Charlene Richeson
Mr. Doug Dabson & Dr. Diane Biskobing
Michael & Michele McGarry
Sarah A. McMahon
Joan Fuess
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Largo
Jeffrey & Lisa Walko
James & Hilary Riedy
Samuel & Jennifer Parker
Thomas & Delilah O’Leary

St. Mary’s Society
(Gifts of  $1000-1999)

James & Lindsay Gould
Robert N. Rosbaugh
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wallmeyer
Jonathan & Rebecca Bender
Robert & Michele Busch
William & Joanne Dieter, Jr.
Drs. Mark & KellyJo Gottschalk
Jeffrey & Christa Hudalla
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Maurer, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul McFadden
Abraham Opstelten & Dana Lascu
William & Annetta Riley

The Principal’s Society
(Gifts of  $500-999)

Ann Khan
Mr. Jerome Maddock & Dr. Elizabeth Waterhouse
Sridhar Mahadevan &  Gayathri Sridhar
Paul & Susan Zamecnik
Martin & Danette Brady
Dr. & Mrs. Kyle Gunnerson
Thomas & Wendy Heaton
Scott & MaryVirginia Merithew
Drew & Sharon Mugford
John & Frances Muldowney
Mr. & Mrs. Ted & Beth Puchalski
Robert & Lori Schattner
Michael & Karen Spine
Eddie & Mary-Alice Whitlock

The Scholar’s Club
(Gifts of  $225-499)

Shannon Hennesey & Kirk Stepp
Erol & Nina Aydar
John & Patricia Benton
Mark & Maria Lightfoot
Mr. Jeff  Burmeister & Ms. Agnes Grocholski
John & Jody Locher
Dr. & Mrs. Roger Rathbone
John & Rose Woodburn

A N N U A L  G I V I N G

Why an Annual School Fund?
Tuition covers only 85% of  the cost of  sending your child to Saint Mary’s. This gap equates to $700 per child. 

Annual Giving funds help provide furnishings, library books, textbooks, AR tests, instructional materials, 

and cover operating costs. With your Annual Giving gift, you may wish to specify an area of  interest for your 

contribution or make an unrestricted gift to the school. Please contact Dr. Dertinger at 740-1048 to learn more.



Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Bisese
Phillip & Mary Gibrall
David & Janice Hopper
David & Paula Kupstas
Seok-Geun & Seung-Mi Lee
John & Stephanie Maurer
My & Ann Pham
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Richeson
Wayne & Nicole Sawyer
David Woodburn
John & Maryanne Collinson
John & Stacy Pritchett

The Honors Club
(Gifts of  $100-224)

John & Lisa Anderson
Farhad & Esmat Azari
Robert & Melissa Curley
Scott & Jody Floegel
Ms. Jeanne Cathell
Dr. & Mrs. Vipal Sabharwal
Duane & Melissa Smith
Ramon & Josephine Abalos
Mr. Thomas Antal & Ms. Mary-Ann Parmentier
Antonio & Roseanna Badalamenti
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Barlow, Sr.
Michael & Dianne Barr
Clifton & Terry Duke
Minho Kang & Yeanjin Cho
Mary Lynne Lacy
Michael & Sharon Mulvihill
Richard & Patricia Pace
David & Cyndi Powers
Timo & Christina Selvaraj
Dr. Jeffrey Tessier & Dr. Therese Duane
Rodney & Kathryn Wright

Contributors
(Gifts of  $99 or less)

John & Lisa Herrmann
David & Janis Griffith
Elizabeth & George Laux
Ms. M. C. Layman
Mr. & Mrs. Paul McFadden 
Dr. & Mrs. Mike Zuccaro

Corporate Gifts

Ancient Order of  Hibernians, Maj. Dooley Div. 
Capital One
Dominion Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
General Mills Corporation
Genworth Foundation
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation to Match 
Markel Corporation
Mary Morton Parsons Foundation
Pfizer Foundation
PhillipMorrisUSA
Regions Morgan Keegan Trust
Suntrust Mid-Atlantic Foundation
Target Corporation
United Way of  Greater Richmond & Petersburg
United Way
Verizon Foundation
Wachovia Foundation
Wellpoint Foundation



The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) is comprised of  

parent volunteers and teacher representatives who strive 

to create a warm and Christian faith environment for our 

children and their families through fellowship, stewardship 

and fund-raising.  Saint Mary’s School is very fortunate to 

have such a committed volunteer base that is so vital to the 

support of  its PTO events.  We encourage events that will 

build a strong sense of  community.  When a family attends 

Saint Mary’s School, it is also part of  a Christian Community 

which makes all the difference in the world.

F O R  P A R E N T S

WHAT WE DO

Family
• Welcome dinner

• Ice cream socials

• Kickoff  Cookout

Fun
• Casino Night

• Basketball pep rally

• Basketball Sports Banquet

• Musical Revue

Fundraising
• Annual Gala 2009, “A Day 

at the Beach” raised over 

$45,000 through live & 

silent auctions – dinner 

and dance

• St. Mary’s Marketplace

Parent Teacher Organization



Recent Graduate
Successes
Kyle Chadwick  (SMCS ‘05)

Valedictorian, Goochland (2009)

Will attend University of  Virginia

Bobby Donohoe   (SMCS ‘05)

Valedictorian, Benedictine (2009)

Will attend University of  Virginia

Greg Kaczka  (SMCS ‘05)

11th of  435, Deep Run (2009)

$64,000 Merit Scholarship

Will attend University of  Miami

Enrollment
 436 students

Staff
• 27 faculty
• 9 administration and 

support
• 1 full time chef
• 4 after school care

specialists
 
Class sizes
Kindergarten:  20:2
First Grade:  20:2
Primary (grades 2 – 5): 21:1
Middle School (grades 
6-8): 19:1
 
Accreditations
• Southern Area Colleges 

and School (SACS)
• Virginia Catholic Educa-

tion Association (VCEA)
• International Bacca-

laureate Organization’s 
authorization to offer the 
Middle Year’s Programme

• U.S. Dept. of  Educa-
tion’s Blue Ribbon School 
Award for 2004

 

Extracurricular activities
• After School Care 

Program
• Student Government 

Association
• Safety Patrol
• Yearbook
• Craft Club
• Band / Piano Lessons
• Scouting
• Basketball
• Ad Hoc Sports (Soccer, 

Volleyball, etc.)
• Science Fair
• Musical Review
• Environmental Club
• Craft Club

Student awards
• Scholarship for Middle 

School
• Citizenship Awards
• Honor Rolls
• Foreign Language  
   Awards 

(Middle School)

O U R  S T U D E N T S

Fast Facts

Please call us at 

(804) 740-1048 to 

discuss enrollment 

opportunities for 

your children or visit 

saintmary.org



(804) 740-1048
saintmary.org

Our apologies if  we’ve made any errors or omissions; 
please contact the school and we’ll make the changes.

9501 Gayton Road
Richmond, Virginia 23229


