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Catholic Diocese of Richmond Statement 
on New, Independent Schools Operating in Diocese 

 
The Catholic Diocese of Richmond has issued the following statement about two independent 
high schools which have announced plans to open within the Diocese: 
 
Two private educational entities have announced plans to establish independent schools, being 
advertised as Catholic, within the Catholic Diocese of Richmond. However, under Bishop Francis 
DiLorenzo, in order to ensure both high academic quality and adherence to the faith, the Diocese has 
implemented a rigorous five-year procedure for opening Catholic schools. The proposed schools will 
have no standing as Catholic schools in the Diocese of Richmond until they successfully complete 
the process for recognition. 
 
As a result, no diocesan priests will be assigned to staff, say Mass or administer any of the 
sacraments at the planned schools, and no tuition assistance will be offered until that process is begun 
and completed, the Diocese said. 
 
“My mission as Bishop is to ensure the Catholic schools in our Diocese adhere to the highest 
academic standards, and that they faithfully transmit the teachings of our faith,” Bishop DiLorenzo 
said. “Before they identify themselves as Catholic, I encourage these two schools to begin the 
process of seeking recognition by the Diocese, to include accreditation by a recognized regional 
accrediting agency, teacher and principal certification, ensuring equally robust math, science and 
technology curricula along with strong liberal arts; and, most importantly, meeting diocesan 
standards for transmitting the faith.” 
 
VERITAS Preparatory announced plans to open its grade 6-10 school this fall in Williamsburg and 
Cardinal Newman Academy plans to open in Richmond in fall 2016. 
 
Within its 74-county, 36,000 square-mile boundaries, the Diocese of Richmond recognizes 29 
Catholic schools, including 24 diocesan schools.  Five independent schools also are recognized by 
the Diocese.         
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