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Introducing our NEW Diocesan Ad Campaign, Catholic School is Cool! 
Over the summer, 25 students from Richmond area schools participated in a one-day 
photo shoot at St. Mary’s Catholic School. Kip Dawkins, a Richmond-based photographer, 
took over 850 pictures that will be used to promote our schools throughout the year. 
Since we ran our first ad in August, traffic to the Diocesan Catholic School’s website, 
which links to all our schools websites, SPIKED 35% higher than ever!
This Fall, new TV commercial production will begin featuring students who have theatre, 
acting or public speaking experience and are recommended by their school Principal. 

Our goal is to have the students 
express, in their own words, why 
they LOVE their Catholic 
school. The commercials will 
premier during Catholic Schools 
Week. Additionally, extra footage 
taken from our day of filming 
will be used for video production 
and promoted on our Diocesan 
website. Any school interested 
in using the same photos,  
commercial, or video for 
promotion may do so by  
contacting Karen DeMarino at  
kdemarino@richmonddiocese.org 
We hope to do the same type of 
advertising for other Regions 
within the Diocese.  

Scantron Performance Series  
Standardized Testing Program
Beginning this fall,  students in grades two to 
eight throughout the Diocese of Richmond 
will benefit from a newly adopted assessment 
tool, the Scantron Performance Series. 
Unlike the Terra Nova tests, the Scantron 
Performance Series assessments are com-
pletely computer based and adjust to each 
student’s ability. Classroom teachers will 
have real-time information to determine the 
student’s next steps for academic growth as 
well as to differentiate instruction in order to 
meet the learning needs of students. 

Tests in Math and Reading will be administered 
three times this school year – September, 
January and April/May.  The fall test will 
provide diagnostic information on the  
student’s ability in Math and Reading, and 
will establish a learning target for the end of  
the academic year in both subject areas. 
The winter test will chart the student’s 
growth toward the end-of-the-year targets. 
The spring test, the summative assessment, 
will determine how well the student has 
achieved the learning targets. This new 
assessment tool enables the teacher to chart  
individual student’s academic growth over time 
which then leads to higher achievement levels.

An important new matching grant initiative is being implemented in the Diocese to support Catholic Schools. Funded by the 
Parish Sharing Assessment, the grant process allows schools to apply for grants for qualified capital facilities expenditures. 
The Office of Catholic Education commissioned a facilities study of each of the 24 Catholic schools of the diocese, which 
detailed capital needs at each school. This fund will support both parish 
and inter-parochial schools. Since most school buildings are owned 
by the parishes, parishes can directly benefit from this assessment.  
Diocesan-owned school buildings may also apply for funding. This is a 
“matching fund” and schools will be required to fund a portion of  
the projects.

The desired outcome is to enhance the educational environment for our 
students. Approximately $2.2 million is available to be awarded in 2014 
and 2015, and $2.6 million will be available in 2016, for a total of $7 
million. To be eligible for an award, projects must be approved in accor-
dance with diocesan policies and administrators must use best-practices 
with regard to obtaining competitive bids from independent contractors.

No school will receive a grant in excess of $30,000 in year one and 
the maximum anticipated grant per school is $300,000 over the life of 
the program. If all funds are not expended in year 1 (2014) and year 
2 (2015), these funds will be available in year 3 (2016). In year 3, a 
determination will be made whether or not to award grants above the 
$300,000 limit or to extend the program into a fourth year. Only projects 
that exceed $10,000 will be considered. All eligible schools may continue 
to apply for grants as long as funds are available.

Capital Needs Grant Matching Fund Program

...and after phase I of their exterior renovations.

Roanoke Catholic School, before...


